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The mission of the Spina Bifida Association of Alabama is to to promote the prevention
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of Spina Bifida and to enhance the lives of all affected.

VIP Retreat

The adult retreat is absolutely one of our favorite times of the year! The time we
get to spend with our retreat attendees is priceless to us! Each year, we make
memories that will last a lifetime, and we are always so incredibly sad to see it
end. However, the most wonderful blessing that has come from this weekend is
the lasting connections that have formed. In the beginning, the focus of retreat
was to provide an amazing weekend full of fun and education. Although we still
pack it full of both of these things, we have been the most amazed by the
relationships that have formed as a result of this experience. The fun definitely
does not end at the close of retreat weekend. These adults stay in touch
throughout the rest of the year through many different events and social media.

Angie Pate, Executive Director
256-617-1414 Angie.pate@gmail.com

They have even formed their own Facebook page (Spina Bifida Association of
Alabama Adult Support). The SBA of AL is so thrilled to be a small part of these
individuals’ lives. Knowing each of them has truly been a life-changing experience.

Jennifer Gray, Field Service Coordinator
205-417-5330 jgray.sbaofal@gmail.com
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Camp VIP- What in the World Were We Waiting For?
By Jennifer Taylor

Caroline Taylor having a blast skiing for
the first time at Camp VIP

This summer was our family’s first experience with The Spina Bifida Association of Alabama’s Camp
VIP. The first thing that comes to this mom’s mind when thinking back on all the fun our family had is,
“What in the world were we waiting on?” When finding out eight years ago, shortly after delivering our
first baby, that Caroline had Spina Bifida, Justin and I were knocked off of our feet. Words like
myelomeningocele and Chiari malformation were like a foreign language to us. If you are reading this,
I have a feeling you can relate. Fast forward eight years, and add a crazy little sister, Molly, to the crew,
and we are now used to all of the new words that have become our new normal. We have gotten back
up, although there have been and will continue to be bumps and bruises along the way. We, of course,
became accustomed to SB clinic, and I joined some Facebook communities that share advice for parents,
but we had never gotten involved with the Association. We had always intended to, but the busyness of
kids, work, and life had gotten in the way. With some encouragement from Betsy Hopson, and after
meeting Angie Pate, Jennifer Gray, and several families at the Huntsville Bowl-A-Thon, we decided to
register for camp. You can’t imagine the look of excitement and joy on our little girls’ faces as we were
greeted with cheers like something meant for a movie star that first day. I will never forget the flood of
emotions that filled my heart and then my eyes as we pulled into camp. Those smiles that began as we
arrived, continued the entire weekend. From arts and crafts to s’mores, dance parties to pool parties,
tubing, and even skiing, this was one action packed weekend!! The Association workers and volunteers
went above and beyond to make Camp VIP extra special for our entire family and every family there.
Our favorite time at camp was the worship service Sunday morning before we left. The Lord truly filled
the room with His spirit and there was such sense of unity and connection with other believers that have
faced similar trials. So what were we waiting on, this I don’t really know. But the first thing that comes
to this mom’s heart when asked about our experience at Camp VIP; gratitude, giggles, so much fun,
memories that will last a lifetime, and the connection my family and I now feel to this awesome
community of people.

Camp VIP “Take 6” Presented By:

Horne Family Golf Tournament
When we think of Heath and Seth Horne, two things come to mind:
sports & outdoors. It’s only fitting that the event that bears their name
offers both. The Horne Family Golf Tournament celebrated its 11th year
at the beautiful Limestone Springs Golf Club. The September 16th event
raised over $13,000 to support our Alabama families affected by Spina
Bifida.
We want to thank Brandon Swindle for sharing his talent as event
photographer, our sponsors for their continued support of this event, and
a huge “thank you” goes to our participants who come out each year.
We also offer our most sincere thanks, not only to Steven and Heather
Horne, but to both their extended families. The entire family gives
generously each year with one goal- to see those with Spina Bifida live
successful and fulfilling lives. Be it preparing an amazing lunch, or
providing snacks for all our golfers, this event would not be the same
without each and every one of them. We hope you will join us next year

Thank You to Our Sponsors!

Paul Hopkins in honor of Reagan Bush

Old Dominion Freight Line

Precision Coil and Rotor
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